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Buckets of Fun - Program Notes 

 
  

Buckets of fun is a very short, elementary level percussion ensemble piece for 

developing percussionists.  The piece utilizes buckets as the main instrument and is 

designed to teach basic rhythmic concepts, ensemble awareness, as well as encourage 

students to explore improvisation at a very basic level.  The piece is short and designed 

to be easily programmable on an elementary or junior high school concert. 

 

 

Buckets of Fun – Performance notes 

 
· The piece can be performed by any number of percussionists.  The ensemble should 

be divided as evenly as possible into Bucket A and Bucket B parts.  The Bucket A 

group should be on stage left and group B should be on stage right. 

· The bucket A part should be performed by the more advanced players in the 

ensemble as it utilizes a fair amount of comfortableness with improvisation and 

some rudiments 

· The type of bucket used should be a 5 gallon all-purpose work bucket.  These can 

be purchased at any home improvement store.   

· Performers will need sticks to strike buckets with.  However, group B will not 

need the sticks until halfway through the piece.     

· The group B part contains a “bucket toss”.  In this toss the person on the right 

end should toss their bucket to the person on the left end.  All players in the 

middle (and including the “catcher”) should slide their buckets one person to the 

right during the toss so that after the catch, everyone has a bucket again.  

· The final effect in the piece includes a “Split down the line”.  This is performed in 

the following manner:  Starting from the Group A performer on the very left, each 

person plays two 8th notes down the line until the final person (Group B on the 

very right) plays the final two 8th notes.  This phrase can be extended depending 

on how many players are performing the piece.   

· The piece should last approximately 2 minutes in duration (depending on the 

number of solos taken) 






